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MOTORCYCLES
The information in this section is for two-wheeled motorcycles
only. To get a permit or license for a three-wheeled motorcycle or a
motorcycle with a side car, refer to the three-wheeled motorcycle
handbook.

How To Get License/Permit
To get your permit you must be at least 15 years old and take a
knowledge test at one of SCDMV’s driver license examining offices.
Rules that cover driver permits for other vehicles also apply to you,
except that you may not operate a motorcycle, motor scooter or light
motor driven cycle from midnight to 6 a.m. with a beginner’s permit
unless you are accompanied by a Class M licensed parent or guardian.
If you are 15 or 16 years of age, you must also pass a driver’s education
course before you apply for your motorcycle license. Courses offered
by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation do not meet the driver’s education requirement.
Your knowledge test consists of multiple-choice questions with
three or four possible answers, only one of which is correct. You will
need to study all of the material in this guide (except the section for
truck drivers) in order to pass the test.
After you have had your permit at least 180 days, you may take
the motorcycle skills test.

Getting to Know Your Motorcycle
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Know Your Vehicle And Its Controls
In order to become a safe operator, you must learn the location and
smooth operation of the motorcycle’s controls. Most two-wheel motor
vehicles have standard controls located at about the same places on all
models.
The accelerator is controlled with the right handgrip, the rear brake
is operated with one foot, usually the right, and the opposite foot
operates the gearshift. The lever on the right handlebar operates the
front wheel brake. The clutch control is located on the left handlebar.
This location eliminates the necessity for removing the hand from the
grip. Make sure your clutch lever is at a right angle from your wrist.
Having to reach up or down for a lever is not only unsafe, it is much
more tiring to the operator.

How To Accelerate
A beginner who twists on a large handful of throttle and lets the
clutch out too abruptly will find his speed very difficult to manage.
Most motorcycles have enough power to start the back wheel spinning
violently under these conditions. Practice rolling on the throttle gently
and smoothly while letting out the clutch the same way. The mark of a
veteran rider is his ability to ease off from a stop quietly and smoothly.
Learn To Shift Smoothly
If your motorcycle is equipped with a foot-lever type gearshift, as
most motorcycles now are, smooth shifting is not difficult. It is possible
to go through the gears quickly and quietly. The experienced rider can
shift into a higher or lower gear at will without grating noises coming
from the gearbox. Decelerate just before downshifting when approaching a traffic signal or a stop sign, and at other places where you are
required to come to a stop.
Brake
Use both brakes every time you slow or stop. Using both brakes for
even “normal” stops will permit you to develop the proper habit or skill
of using both brakes properly in an emergency. Squeeze the front brake
and press down on the rear. Grabbing at the front brake or jamming
down on the rear can cause the brakes to lock, resulting in control
problems.
Steering The Motorcycle
You must demonstrate proficiency in turning and handling a
motorcycle before you can be licensed to operate one.
You must constantly allow for such hazards as loose sand, pebbles,
mud, moisture or wet leaves on the pavement, as well as the oil slick in
the middle of the travel lane. In winter allow for ice and snow. All of
these factors can cause the wheels to slide from under you. Following
are some safety tips for the motorcyclist:
1. Slow to a safe speed before turning.
2. Lean in the direction you wish to go, turning slightly. Handlebars will turn almost by themselves with no apparent effort on
your part. Learn through practice the correct amount of lean. (A
passenger should lean with the driver.)
3. Avoid dragging your feet on the roadway by keeping them on
the footrests except in emergencies. A quick stab with the foot
can sometimes correct a skid, but this is a tricky business and
should be done with great caution.
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Railroad Tracks
You don’t have to cross railroad tracks head-on (at a 90 degree
angle). Usually, it’s safer to take the tracks as they come, riding straight
within your lane. A motorcycle can cross tracks at an angle as sharp as
45 degrees without difficulty. Changing your course to take tracks headon can be more dangerous than crossing at an angle, which may carry
you into another lane of traffic. Slow down and check conditions
carefully before crossing.
You do need to change direction, however, to cross something that
runs in the same direction you are going. For example, you may wish to
cross trolley tracks, ruts in the middle of the road, or pavement seams
that run parallel to your course.
To cross these tracks safely, move far enough away to be able to
cross them at an angle of a least 45 degrees. Then, make a quick, sharp
turn across. Do not try to edge across. The tracks or a seam could catch
your tires and throw you off balance.

Cross tracks with caution, riding straight within your lane.

Preparing to Ride: Protective Clothing
Protective clothing is necessary for safe riding.
The smart rider wears: Clothing that covers the entire body. Heavier
material furnishes the most protection. Brightly-colored materials will
make it easier for other motorists to see you. A long-sleeved shirt or
jersey, or a leather jacket can be protective in case of a fall. Long pants,
especially heavy denim, and full finger gloves are also good protection.

When riding a cycle of any kind, dress for the occasion – for safety and your life.
Proper Footwear
Laced up boots are best, but high-top boots or heavy shoes that
support your ankles are fine. Never ride barefooted.
Riding around in light clothing and without proper shoes may look
sporty, but if you have to leave the bike in a hurry there’s nothing to
protect you between your body and the surface on which you are
traveling.
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Protective Helmet
South Carolina law requires motorcycle operators and passengers
under 21 years of age to wear approved motorcycle helmets at all times
while they are riding a motorcycle.
Statistics prove that most motorcycle fatalities are the result of
head injuries received in accidents. Properly constructed helmets
provide a high degree of protection from the fractures, abrasions and
other injuries which are so common to the victims of motorcycle
accidents.

In South Carolina, drivers
and passengers under
the age of 21 are required
by law to wear a helmet
and eye protection while
riding.
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Eye Protection
State law requires operators under 21 years of age to provide
themselves with some acceptable type of eye protection while riding.
This may be in the form of face shields attached to helmets or goggles.
Dark, off-colored protection should be worn on bright days, but should
be avoided at night because the rider needs all available light to see the
road ahead, and colored shields or lenses reduce the amount of light
reaching the eyes.
Flying insects and dirt which are not diverted by proper eye
protection devices may not only cause damage to the eyes but may also
lead to temporary loss of control and thereby to accidents.

You Have Chosen A Motorcycle
You have chosen a motorcycle, either for recreation or useful
transportation.
If you are just learning, choose a well-qualified instructor, preferably a mature person with several years of experience in operating a
motorcycle.
Where you practice is important; it should be removed from traffic
congestion and other distractions. Learn to ride on a paved surface
rather than an unpaved surface.
Many learners easily master the fundamentals of riding. On the
modern lightweight machines, balance is relatively simple. The bike will
almost balance itself.
You should always have the proper size of motorcycle for your size
and weight, recognize its limitations, and keep the cycle in good repair.
Proper inspection and maintenance are important. You will enjoy the use
of your motorcycle much more and in greater safety if it operates
dependably.
Getting Comfortable On The Motorcycle
You must be comfortable on your motorcycle in order to operate it
safely. Enjoyment of your ride is increased by having the various
components of the cycle fit you.
Handlebars may be adjusted forward or back and different style
handlebars permit higher or lower grip. As a general rule, short, low bars
are recommended for average driving. In some cases, motorcycle
saddles can be positioned differently for greater comfort and convenience in riding.
Position the gear lever where you can operate it easily with your
toe. Make sure the clutch and brake levers are located on the bars in
positions that are comfortable for you.
Make certain the transmission is in neutral before starting the
engine. Most motorcycles have a neutral indicator on the speedometer
which lights when the ignition switch is on and the cycle is in neutral.
Make sure the fuel petcock is turned to the “on” position. The petcock
is usually on the bottom of the gasoline tank.
Depress the kick starter as you turn on the throttle about halfway.
Don’t be afraid to kick, using your full body weight. Practice operating
the controls while the cycle is on the stand. Do this until you become
familiar with the controls, or until you automatically know where each
control is. This is essential to you in preventing or avoiding accidents.
If you are trying out a strange motorcycle, don’t attempt to ride it
until someone has gone over the controls with you. They are generally
similar on most models, but you need to know for certain. Check the
brakes shortly after placing the motorcycle in motion.
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Defensive Attitudes Aid Survival
In motorcycling, as in automobile driving, you must drive defensively to keep from having an accident.
The cyclist’s attitude toward driving plays a large role in his safety
record. That is, developing a defensive attitude toward other traffic
makes you a more alert and prepared rider.
You must never assume the other driver will give you the right-ofway. If you have any doubt about who has the right-of-way, you
should always yield. Remember, a motorcycle is no match for an
automobile or truck if there is a collision. Always assume that other
motorists will do the unexpected.
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Do not assume
other vehicles are
watching for you.
Be prepared to
yield right-of-way
when approaching
vehicles,
particularly at
intersections and
signals.

Motorcycle Safety
This manual cannot teach you how to control direction, speed, or
balance. That’s something you can learn only through practice.
However, here are a few pointers to help you keep control and avoid
accidents.
When you travel on major streets with stop signs for crossing
traffic, don’t assume that vehicles on those streets will stop. For your
own protection, slow down and prepare to stop in case other vehicles
don’t.
When you are angry or upset, you are a good candidate for an
accident, which the motorcyclist can never win. Never ride when you
are tired or sleepy.

Seeing And Being Seen
While it’s most important to keep track of what’s happening ahead,
you can’t afford to ignore what’s happening behind.
Traffic conditions can change quickly. By checking your mirrors
every few seconds, you can keep track of the situation.
Knowing what’s going on behind you can help you make a safe
decision about how to handle trouble ahead. For instance, if you know
someone is following you too closely, you may decide to avoid a
problem ahead by turning away from it, rather than by trying to stop
quickly and risk being hit by the tailgater.
Frequent mirror checks should be part of your normal scanning
routine. Make a special point of using your mirrors in these situations:
• When you are stopped at an intersection. Watch cars coming up
from behind. If the driver isn’t paying attention, he could be
right on top of you before he sees you.
• Anytime you plan to change lanes. Make sure no one is about to
pass you.
• Anytime you slow down, it is especially important to check the
driver behind you. He may not expect you to slow down, or he
may be unsure about exactly where you will slow down. For
example, he might see you signal a turn and think you plan to
slow for a turn at a distant intersection, rather than at a nearer
driveway.
Many motorcycles have rounded “convex” mirrors. These give you
a wider view of the road behind you than do flat mirrors. However, they
also make cars seem farther away than they really are. If you are not
used to convex mirrors, get familiar with them before you ride.
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Here’s how: While you are stopped, pick out a parked car in your
mirror. Try to form a mental image of how far away it is. Then, turn
around and look at it. See how close you came. Practice with your
mirrors until you become a good judge of distance. Even then, allow
extra distance before you change lanes.
Head Checks
Mirrors do a pretty good job of letting you see what is behind you.
But motorcycles have “blind spots” just like cars. Before you change
lanes or enter a lane of traffic, make sure to make a head check: turn
your head, and look at traffic to the side. This is the only way you can
be sure of spotting a car just about to pass you.
On a road with several lanes, check the far lane as well as the one
next to you. A driver in the distant lane may be headed for the same
space you plan to take.
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Body Position
To control a motorcycle well, your body must be in the proper
position.
• Seat-Sit far enough forward so that your arms are slightly bent
when you hold the handle grips. Bending your arms lets you turn
the handlebars without having to stretch.
• Hands-Hold the handle grips firmly. This will help you keep your
grip if the motorcycle bounces. Start with your right wrist down.
This will help you keep from accidentally using too much throttleespecially if you need to reach for the brake suddenly.
• Knees-Keep your knees against the gas tank. This will help you
keep your balance as the motorcycle turns.
• Feet-Keep your feet firmly on the foot pegs. Firm footing can help
you keep your balance. Don’t drag your foot along the ground. If
your foot catches on something, you could lose control of the
motorcycle.
Rearview Mirror
South Carolina law requires every motorcycle to be equipped with
at least one rearview mirror. It is almost as important for a motorcyclist
to know what is behind him as it is to know what is ahead. Since a look
to the rear at the wrong time could easily contribute to an accident, the
rearview mirror is the safest method of keeping tabs on what is behind
you. A good practice to follow is to use the mirror often, and to verify
what you see in the mirror from time to time by turning to look back
when it is safe to do so.

Your Position In Highway Lane
The motorcyclist may choose whether to ride near the right edge of
a two-lane highway, in the center of the lane or nearer to the center line.
Generally, however, it is best to avoid the direct center of the lane
because that’s where oil drippings from other vehicles have coated the
pavement. In the event of rain or the need for an emergency stop, the
motorcycle’s tires will have less traction there. Also, avoid painted lines
on pavement when they are wet, as they are more slippery than when
they are dry.
When following an automobile or truck, the motorcyclist’s line of
sight is greatly reduced if he is directly behind the vehicle ahead. By
riding to the left side of the lane, he will have a better chance to avoid a
rear-end collision with the vehicle if it should stop unexpectedly. Also,
the leading driver will be able to see the motorcyclist in his outside
rearview mirror if the motorcycle is riding to the left side of the lane.
If the vehicle immediately in front of a motorcycle rider stops
suddenly, the motorcyclist should apply his brakes and steer to the
right or left side. Try to stay in your lane.
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Don’t create your own lane. It’s dangerous and it’s illegal.

Use Of Headlights
State law requires that all persons operating motorcycles or motordriven cycles on public streets and highways have the headlight of the
motorcycles turned on at all times when the vehicles are in use. Automobile drivers can see a lighted headlight in an oncoming traffic lane
long before they are able to recognize a motorcycle and its rider. The
use of headlights also makes motorcyclists more noticeable to drivers
traveling in the same direction. They are less likely to pull out into a
traffic lane occupied by a motorcycle in order to pass some other
vehicle.

How To Avoid Trouble
The biggest dangers facing you as a rider are (1) oncoming cars
that turn left in front of you, and (2) cars on side streets that pull out
into your lane. Never count on “eye contact” as a sign that a driver has
seen you and will yield the right of way. All too often, a driver looks
right at a motorcyclist and still fails to see him.
The only eyes you can really count on are your own. The best way
to avoid trouble is to see it coming as soon as possible. Experienced
riders make a practice of looking far ahead. On city streets, they scan
the road from one-half to a full block ahead. On the highway, they look
as far ahead as they can see clearly.
Experienced riders don’t just “stare off into space.” They keep
track of what’s happening right ahead of them as well.
By looking far as well as near, they get a complete picture of the
situation ahead and leave themselves plenty of time to adjust to
problems. Thus, they can spot and handle trouble without having to
make a panic stop or a sudden swerve that can cause an accident.
Here’s what to look for while scanning the road ahead:
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• Road Conditions-Keep checking the road surface ahead for
slippery spots, bad bumps, broken pavement, loose gravel, wet
leaves or objects in your path.
• Traffic Conditions-When there is a car directly in front of you,
look over or through the car for traffic stopping or turning further
down the road. Check the roadside for cars that may pull away
from the curb or cut into your lane from side streets or driveways.
• Escape Routes-Look for open space where you can leave the
road in a hurry if you have to. Scanning the road and roadside for
escape spots is most important when you are riding in heavy
traffic.

Get in a Position To See
As a motorcycle rider, you can put yourself in a position to see
things that a car driver cannot see.

Moving to the right portion of your lane before a left-hand curve, and staying on
that side until you come out of the curve, allows you to spot oncoming traffic. On
right-hand curves, a left center position is best. This allows you to see, and be
seen, better.
• On Curves-You can move from one portion of a lane to another
to get a better view through a curve. Moving to the right portion
of your lane before a lefthand curve and staying on that side
until you come out of the curve lets you spot traffic coming
toward you as soon as possible. On righthand curves, a left
center position is best. It lets you see oncoming cars early
without putting you so far left that you run the danger of being
hit by a car that tries to “cut” the curve by drifting into your lane.
• At Blind Intersections-An intersection is anywhere a driveway,
alley, or road meets another road. Blind intersections can make it
hard to see danger coming from the side. If you have a stop sign,
stop there first. Then edge forward and stop again, just short of
where the cross-traffic lane meets your lane. From that position,
you can lean your body forward and look around buildings,
parked cars, or bushes to see if anything is coming. Just make
sure your front wheel stays out of the cross lane of travel while
you’re looking.
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• At The Roadside-Angle your motorcycle so that you can see in
both directions without straining and without having any part of
the cycle in the lane of travel. Angling your motorcycle so that
you can get a clear view in both directions is particularly
important if you plan to turn across a lane of traffic.
When Vehicles Turn Left
One of the major causes of accidents involving motorcycles is
when automobiles or other vehicles turning left into a driveway, parking
lot, or side street disregard an oncoming motorcycle.
You, as a motorcyclist, must be alert to avoid this situation. Watch
every vehicle approaching you and look for signs the driver is turning
without having seen you. Ease off the throttle and be ready to stop
quickly or turn defensively if necessary. Also, watch carefully if you are
attempting to pass a vehicle that may turn left and push you into
opposing traffic. Watch for roadsides, driveways or other places that
might require you to be especially careful.
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Trouble At Stop Signs
Never take for granted that a vehicle will stop for a stop sign just
because it’s there. Many don’t and hundreds of accidents occur every
year as a result.
Don’t get caught in the middle. You should always keep a safe
distance between yourself and the vehicles in front of and behind you.
Try to regulate the distance between yourself and the vehicle
behind you. If the vehicle following you insists on tailgating, your best
bet is to pull over when it is safe to do so and let the vehicle pass.
Your vision is greatly reduced when you are following other
vehicles too closely. By riding too closely to them, you may fail to see
an object or condition in the road ahead, and may strike a hole or
debris in the roadway as a result. You should never be closer than the
distance it will take to stop if the vehicle you are following stops
suddenly.
Group Riding
The proper formation for group motorcycle riding is a staggered
pattern. This way, cyclists can be more easily seen by motorists
approaching from the opposite direction.
If you are riding in a group at night, a staggered pattern lessens the
chances that you will be mistaken for an automobile by approaching
motorists.
Side-by-side riding should be avoided, because it reduces the space
for maneuvering available to each operator. When traveling in a group
in the staggered formation, each cyclist should be careful to maintain
the proper following distance at all times.

Staggered Formation-Riding in a “staggered” formation is the best
way to keep ranks close and yet maintain an adequate space cushion. In
a staggered formation, the leader rides to the left side of the lane, while
the second rider stays a little behind and rides to the right side of the
lane. A third rider would take the left position. The fourth rider would be
a normal position behind the second rider. (See visual aid.) This
formation keeps the group close and keeps each rider safe distance from
others ahead, behind and to the sides.
A staggered formation can be used safely on an open highway.
However, it is best to move into a single-file formation when taking
curves, making turns, or entering or leaving a highway.
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Avoid riding side-by-side. Use the staggered formation when traveling in a group.

Passing In Formation-When riders in a staggered formation want
to pass, they should do it one at a time. First, the lead rider should pull
out and pass when it is safe. After passing, the leader should return to
the left position and keep up to passing speed until he has opened up
room for the next rider. As soon as the first rider has passed safely, the
second rider should move up to the left position and watch for a safe
chance to pass. After passing, this rider should return to the right
position and open up room for the next rider.
Some people suggest that the leader should move to the right side
after passing a vehicle. This is not a good idea. By taking up a rightside lane position, the leader would encourage the second rider to pass
and cut back in before a large enough cushion of space has been
opened up in front of the passed vehicle. It’s safer if each rider waits
until there is enough room ahead of the passed vehicle to allow the rider
to move into the same position held before the pass.

A.
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Riders in staggered formation should pass one at a time.

A.

Passengers And Cargo
Part of the fun of owning and operating a motorcycle is taking
others to ride. But be certain you do it safely.
Carrying passengers or any other load alters the handling characteristics of your motorcycle. An extra burden is placed on the novice
rider, and even an experienced rider still has to be more careful in this
situation. If you want to carry a passenger on a motorcycle, you must
make some special considerations. Be sure you have the necessary
experience and know-how to carry a passenger. Your motorcycle should
be designed and equipped to carry an extra rider. All packages should
be strapped to the carrying rack. You may not carry any package or
articles which prevent you from keeping both hands on the handlebars.
Instruct your passenger to lean with you when turning, not against
you. A leaning passenger can actually steer a motorcycle. Caution the
passenger not to lean except when you do; know how to compensate if
your passenger leans the wrong way or at the wrong time. If under 21
years of age, your passenger must wear a helmet and face shield. Loose
clothing or equipment such as shoe laces, pant legs, and scarves can
become tangled in the chains or spokes, so check your passenger’s
clothing carefully before riding.
Never allow a passenger to ride sidesaddle. The passenger should
always ride behind you and should hold firmly and securely onto your
waist, hips, midsection, or the handgrips provided on some cycles. The
passenger should avoid unnecessary distraction or dismounting until
told to do so.
Do not carry a passenger unless the motorcycle is equipped with a
saddle and foot pegs for two persons. Remind the passenger to keep his
or her feet on the passenger’s foot pegs at all times.
Remember to ride at slower speeds. Give yourself extra time and
distance to slow down and stop.
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Handling Hazards and Dangerous Surfaces
You must be constantly alert in residential areas for children and
other pedestrians who may dart from between parked cars or from
behind other obstacles that block your vision.
Animals, particularly dogs that like to chase motorcycles, are a
hazard for you. Always be ready to act quickly if a pedestrian or animal
appears in your path.
You should also be constantly alert for automobiles and trucks
backing from driveways, which pose a special hazard for motorcycle
riders.

Raised pavement markers placed on center lines and at other
locations may be hazardous for motorcyclists if crossed at an angle or
while leaning in a turn.
Handling Dangerous Surfaces
Your chance of falling increases whenever you ride across:
• Slippery surfaces.
• Uneven surfaces or obstacles.
• Railroad tracks.
• Grooves and gratings.
Motorcycles handle better when ridden on surfaces giving good
traction. Surfaces that provide poor traction include:
• Wet pavement
• Gravel roads, or places where sand and gravel have collected on
paved roads. (A motorcycle is more stable on pavement than it is
on gravel.)
• Mud, snow, and ice.
• Lane markings and steel plates and manhole covers, especially
when wet.
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Handling Slippery Surfaces
There are a number of things you must do to ride safely on slippery
surfaces:
• Reduce Speed-Slow down before you get to a slippery surface.
Your motorcycle needs more distance to stop. By going slower,
you can stop and turn more gradually, lessening your chances of
skidding.
• Avoid Sudden Moves-On slippery surfaces, any sudden change
in speed or direction can cause a skid. Speed up, shift gears, turn
and brake as little and as smoothly as possible.
• Use Both Brakes-Don’t be afraid to use the front brake as well as
the rear brake when making a quick stop on wet pavement. The
front brake is still more effective than the rear brake, even on a
slippery surface. Just be careful to apply it gradually and avoid
locking up the front wheel. Don’t squeeze the brake lever too
hard.
• Avoid Slippery Areas-Wet wooden surfaces or wet leaves in the
fall can be slippery as a patch of ice. Avoid them when possible.
If not, be sure to drive as slowly as possible and stay off the
brakes to avoid skidding. Try to find the best surface available,
and use it.
• Ride in the tire tracks left by cars.
• Watch for oil spots when you stop or park.
• Stay away from the edge of the road, particularly when making
sharp turns at intersections and when getting on or off

interstates at high speeds. Dirt and gravel tend to collect among
the sides of the road-especially on curves and ramps leading to
and from highways
• Try to stay on the driest, least slippery part of the lane at all
times. Rain dries and snow melts faster on some sections of a
road than on others.
Uneven Surfaces And Obstacles
Watch for uneven surfaces such as bumps, broken pavement,
potholes, or railroad tracks. If you have to ride over them, or obstacles
such as a piece of tire tread or tail pipe, here’s what you should do:
• Slow down to reduce the jolt.
• Make sure the motorcycle is straight up.
• Rise slightly off the seat with your weight on the foot pegs so
you can absorb the shock with your knees and elbows.
Rising off the seat will cut your chances of being thrown off the
bike. However, controlling the throttle can be somewhat tricky. Practice
this technique in a safe area (such as a deserted parking lot) before you
try to do it on-street.
If you ride over an object on the street, it’s a good idea to pull off
the road and check your tires and rims for damage before going any
further.
Grooves and Gratings
When you ride over rain grooves or metal bridge gratings, the
motorcycle shakes. It’s an uneasy, wandering feeling, but it’s generally
not dangerous. The best thing to do is relax, stay on course, maintain
speed, and ride straight across. Some riders make the mistake of trying
to cross these surfaces at an angle. This may reduce the uneasy feeling,
but it also forces the rider to zigzag to stay in lane. The zigzag is far
more dangerous than the wandering feeling.
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Always be ready to act quickly if a pedestrian or animal crosses your path. Be
cautious for their safety...and for your own.

Motorcycling Laws and Information
The following laws apply almost entirely to motorcyclists and
should be well known to every motorcycle operator.
1. A person shall ride a motorcycle only while sitting astride the
seat, facing forward, with one leg on each side of the motorcycle.
2. No person shall operate a motorcycle while carrying any package, bundle or other articles which prevent him form keeping
both hands on the handlebars.
3. No operator shall carry any person, nor shall any person ride, in a
position that will interfere with the operation and control of the
motorcycle or the view of the operator.
4. No person riding a motorcycle shall attach himself or the
motorcycle to any other vehicle on a roadway.
5. All motorcycles are entitled to full use of a lane and no motor
vehicle shall be driven in such a manner as to deprive any
motorcycle of the full use of a lane. This shall not apply to
motorcycles operated two abreast in a single lane.
6. The operator of a motorcycle shall not overtake and pass in the
same lane occupied by the vehicle being overtaken.
7. No person shall operate a motorcycle between lanes of traffic, or
between adjacent lines or rows of vehicles. Items 6 and 7 shall
not apply to police officers in the performance of their official
duties.
8. Motorcycles shall not be operated more that two abreast in a
single lane.
9. Any motorcycle carrying a passenger other than in a sidecar or
enclosed cab shall be equipped with footrests for such passengers.
10. No person shall operate a motorcycle unless it is equipped with a
rear view mirror that will afford the operator ample vision to the
rear at all times.
11. Every person operating a motorcycle shall be granted all the
rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the
drivers of motor vehicles, except as to special regulations or
other provisions of law which by their nature would not apply.
12. Any person who operates a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle on
public streets or highways shall, while so engaged, have the
headlights of such motorcycle or motor-driven cycle turned on
and the light burning.
13. Any person under 21 years of age who operates or rides a
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle must wear an approved
motorcycle helmet. Such helmet must be equipped with either a
neck or chin strap and be reflectorized on both sides with at least
four square inches of reflectorized material, provided the helmet
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is not constructed of a reflectorized material.
14. Any person under 21 years of age who operates a motorcycle or
motor-drive cycle must wear goggles or face shield affixed to a
protective helmet or have a windshield affixed to the front of the
cycle.
15. If a motorcycle is five brake horsepower or less it may not be
ridden on limited access highways (freeways such as the
interstate highways).
Some points to remember
1. Know your motorcycle before you begin riding. Know its
controls, and make certain it is adjusted for you.
2. When learning, choose a mature, experienced rider as your
instructor.
3. It takes time to become a safe, proficient rider. You will need
practice, so don’t try to learn everything at one time.
4. When you have a choice, avoid heavily-traveled streets.
5. Before every trip, make certain your cycle is in sound mechanical condition.
6. Know and obey all traffic laws and rules of the road.
7. Drive defensively at all times. As a motorcyclist, you must never
assume you have been seen by the other motorist.
8. Watch for road hazards that are particularly dangerous to
motorcyclists.
9. Keep a cool head. Never show off or ride recklessly.
10. Ride with increased caution at night and when roads are wet.
11. Always wear your protective helmet, properly fastened, and
proper eye protection.
12. Laws that apply to all other motor vehicle operations apply to
motorcycle operations.
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Keep Your Motorcycle in Good Condition
The rider is responsible for the motorcycle being in proper working
order. Have it checked regularly and know as much about your motorcycle as you possibly can. The owner’s manual is the key to doing this.
You should carry it with you at all times and follow the maintenance
schedule it suggests.
You will need a tool kit for use at home and when you are on the
road. Carrying it with you may save you from walking if you have a
breakdown. In your kit you should carry spare parts including spark
plugs, fuses and tire repair material.
Before you ride, always check your motorcycle; brakes and
steering, tires, oil and fuel levels, chains, sprockets, cables, and lights.
Your life depends on your machine. Be certain it is in the best
possible condition.

Motorcycle Test
The test consists of several exercises designed to measure your
ability to perform basic vehicle controls and hazard response skills.
Most of the exercise involve speed of approximately 15 m.p.h. You will
be scored on time and distance standards as well as path and foot
violations. The test may be ended for point accumulation, falling or
dropping the motorcycle, committing an unsafe act, or failure to follow
directions. The following diagrams illustrate the maneuvers you will be
asked to perform:

Sharp Turns and U-Turns to the Left
You will be asked to accelerate
straight ahead and make a left
sharp turn staying inside the
boundaries marked by the yellow
“L” lines. You must not put a foot
down or cross the lines.
Once you have completed the
sharp turn, continue around to the
far side of the course and ride back
toward the start of the course.
Then, you will make a left U-Turn,
staying inside the boundaries
marked by the yellow solid lines or
(yellow dashed entry line and solid
exit line).
You must not put a foot down
or cross the lines. Stop in a
straight line after completing the UTurn and wait for further directions.
You will lose points for putting
your foot down or path violations.
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Sharp Turns and U-Turns to the
Right
You will be asked to
accelerate straight ahead and
make a right sharp turn, staying
inside the boundaries marked by
the yellow “L” lines. Do not put
a foot down or cross the lines.
Once you have complete
the sharp turn, continue around
to the far side of the course and
ride back toward the start of the
course. Then you will make a
right U-Turn, staying inside the
boundaries marked by the
yellow solid lines or (yellow
solid entry line and dashed exit
line).
Do not put a foot down or
cross the lines. Stop in a straight
line after completing the U-Turn
and wait for further directions.
You will lose points for
putting your foot down or path
violations.
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Cove Weave - Regular Stop
You will ride to the right of
the first cone, to the left of the
second, and so on. Weave
past all five cones without
touching or skipping a cone, or
putting your foot down.
After rounding the last
cone, continue around to the
far side of the course. Ride
down the perimeter toward the
start of the course. Make a
smooth, non-skidding stop
with your front tire inside that
white box.
Once stopped in the box,
your front tire cannot be
touching any painted lines.
You will lose points for hitting
or skipping a cone, putting a
foot down, or stopping before,
after, or with your front tire
touching the box.
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Sudden Stops
You will accelerate straight
toward the braking area.
Stabilize your speed between
12-20 mph by the time you reach
the first red line. Maintain a
steady speed from the first red
line until you reach the second
red line. When your front tire
passes the second red line, stop
as quickly and as you safely can.
Remain stopped until
instructed to move. You will not
be assessed points for skidding.
You will lose points for
failing to stop in a specified
distance, failing to use both
brakes or failing to obtain proper
speed or anticipate the stop.
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Cornering
You will ride through the
multiple curves marked by the white
lines at a speed between 10 to 15
mph.
You must stay within the
boundaries marked by the curved
white lines while slightly
accelerating through the curve.
After exiting the curved lines
you may slow down and then turn in
either direction to return to the end
of the course.
You will lose points for path
violations, decelerating or failing to
obtain the proper speed.
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Obstacle Avoidance
You will accelerate toward the
path marked by the red lines.
Stabilize your speed between 12-18
mph by the time you reach the first
red line.
Maintain a steady speed from
the first red line until you reach the
second red line. When your front
tire passes the second red line,
swerve to avoid the obstacle box
marked by the yellow lines.
Avoid crossing the yellow
obstacle box while staying inside of
the yellow sideline. Once past the
sideline, stop and wait for further
instructions.
You will lose points for hitting
obstacle box or sideline, failure to
obtain proper speed or braking
during the swerve.
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Motorcycle with Sidecar Skills Test
Safely operating a motorcycle with a sidecar depends largely on
your knowledge and skills. The skills for a motorcycle with sidecar
operation require a lot of practice. If you have just learned to handle a
motorcycle with a sidecar and have very little riding experience, the
most important part of learning to ride is still ahead. Before you go out
on the street with other traffic, there are certain basic skills needed for
your safety. to make sure you have the basic skills to ride, you will be
given a riding test.
When you report for your test, it is recommended that you have:
Protective clothing that covers your body (gloves, boots, long
sturdy trousers, long sleeve shirt or jacket).
An approved helmet and eye protection are requried for operators
under the age of 21.
During the on-cycle test, you will be graded on how dafely you
handle your motorcycle with sidecar. For example, you may be tested
on:
Selecting safe speeds while going straight and turning.
Picking the correct path and staying there.
Making normal and quick stops.
Making normal and quick turns.
The Examiner will score you on factor s related to safety, such as:
Distance - Dis you stop in the space allowed?
Time - Did you turn fast enough to handle the situation?
Position - Did you keep the sysle in the proper path?
The test will end immediately if you:
Commit an unsafe act.
Disregard or fail to understand instructions.
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Vehicle Placement - Cone Weave
and Turn
Ride to the left of the first
cone, to the right of the second
cone and so on. Weave past all
three cones without hitting or
skipping a cone. Your inside
wheel must stay between the
cone and curved line, not hitting
or skipping any of them. After
rounding the last cone make a
left-hand turn through the curve
marked by the lines at
approximately 10 MPH. You must
stay between the lines of the
curve.
Points will be assessed for:
Stalling the engine.
Hitting or skipping a cone.
Riding too slowly.
Path violation, inside tire more
then four feet from weave
cone or any tire outside the
curve boundary.
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Cornering and Normal Stop
Ride toward the lef tof the
curve quickly accelerating. Brake
prior to making a right hand turn
through the curve at
approximately 10 MPH. You must
stay between the lines and the
curve. After completing the turn,
ride to the end of the course and
make a smooth stop without
skidding the tires and with your
front tire inside the box. Your
front tire must not touch the
painted lines. You will be timed
from the time you start moving
forward until you are stopped
near the box.
Points will be assessed for:
Stalling the engine.
Skidding tires.
Stopping before, after or with
your front tire touching the
box.
Riding too slowly.
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Quick Stop
Position your vehicle with
your front tire on the “T” at the
end of the course. On signal,
accelerate straight up the path
and shift into second gear.
Stablize your speed between 15
and 20 MPH by the time you
reach the first line. Maintain a
steady speed. when your front
tire passed the second line, stop
as quickly as you safely can while
downshifting to the first gear.
Remain stopped.
Points will be assessed for:
Stalling the engine.
Failure to stop in specified
distance.
Failure to use both brakes.
Failure to obtain proper speed.
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Obstacle Avoidance - Swerve
Position your vehicle with the
front tire on the line or “T” at the
other end of the course. On signal
accelerate straight up this path.
Stabilize your speed between 12
and 18 MPH by the time you
reach the first line. Maintain a
steady speed. After your front tire
passes the second line swerve to
the right. Avoid the obstacle line
and stay inside the boundary line.
Do not touch either line. Once
you have passed the lines
marking the box, stop and wait for
further instructions.

Points will be assessed for:
Stalling the engine.
Tires crossing the lines.
Improper speed.

163

Generally, you will be evaluated on your ability to control the
cycle, speed maneuverability, left turns, right turns, quick stops,
straight line riding, posture, used of clutch, brakes and overall attention
that can be observed and scored.
You can stop the test anytime you desire. You should not attempt
an exercise that you do not feel you can perform. If an exercise is too
difficult for you, or you cannot safely follow instructions, tell the
Examiner. You will be allowed to come back another day after you have
taken more time to practice.
If you motorcycle with sidecar is wider than six feet, let the
Examiner know before beginning the skills test. The Examiner may need
to make additional modifications to the skills test pad.
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Mopeds
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MOPEDS
Moped Riding In South Carolina
The 1986 session of the General Assembly of the State of South
Carolina enacted a law regulating the licensing of moped operators.
The regulations govern the equipment required and proper use of the
moped. Following are excerpts from that law that help provide you with
a basic understanding.

What Is A Moped?
A moped is a cycle with pedals or without pedals and with a motor
of not more than fifty cubic centimeters. Its power will not exceed two
brake horsepower and the motor is not capable of propelling the vehicle
at a speed in excess of thirty miles an hour on level ground.
The power drive system must function directly or automatically
without clutching or shifting after the engine is engaged.

MOPED STANDARD EQUIPMENT
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Moped Equipment
1. Operable pedals if the moped is equipped with pedals.
2. At least one rearview mirror.
3. Operable running lights. Lights must be on whenever moped is in
operation.
4. Brake lights activated when either brake is used.
5. Driver and passenger must ride upon permanent regular seats
and not carry more persons than the moped is designed to carry.

The Moped Operator
To operate a moped on the public highways and streets, you must
be at least 14 years of age, have a valid driver’s license/ motorcycle
license, a permit or a valid moped operator’s license.
A person whose driver’s license has been suspended for six
months or less is not required to obtain a moped operator’s license or
possess a valid driver’s license during the period of suspension when
operating a moped.
No person may operate a moped at a speed in excess of twenty-five
miles an hour. A person who violates the provisions of this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, will be fined.
A person is eligible for a moped operator’s license without regard
to his eligibility for or the status of any other driver’s license or permit.
The Department may suspend, revoke, or cancel a moped operator’s
license only for violations committed while operating a moped. A moped
operator’s license may be suspended, revoked or cancelled in the same
manner and upon the same grounds for which any other motor vehicle
operator’s license or permit may be suspended, revoked or cancelled.

Obtaining a Moped License
Documents required to obtain a moped license are the same as
those needed for Class D, E, F and M. An applicant for a moped
operator’s license must successfully pass an eye examination and a test
of the applicant’s ability to read and understand highway traffic signs
and knowledge of traffic laws. To prepare for this test, an applicant
should read and understand the sections of this handbook pertaining to
the Rules of the Road, Signs and Signals, Motorcycles, and the General
Information.
The department may require further examination as it considers
necessary to determine the applicant’s fitness to operate a moped on

167

the highways. A license will expire on the licensee’s birthday every five
years. It must be signed by the licensee and be in his/her possession
when operating the moped.

Special Regulations
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1. The Department may not issue a beginner’s permit or special
restricted license to any person convicted of a second or
subsequent violation of operating a moped on the public roads
while under age, until that person is fifteen and one-half years of
age.
2. The Department may suspend, revoke, or cancel a moped
operator’s license only for violations committed while operating
a moped.
3. Any person who sells a moped must clearly and conspicuously
label each moped with its specifications. Any seller who fails to
label a moped as such is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by
fine and/or imprisonment.
4. The moped must have a permanent and regular seat attached. No
moped may be used to carry more persons at one time than the
number for which it is designed and equipped.
5. It is unlawful for any person to sell a moped for use on the
public highways and streets of this state or operate a moped on
the streets of this state without at least one rearview mirror,
operable running lights, and brake lights which are operable
when either brake is deployed.
6. The operator of a moped must have the operating lights turned
on at all times while the moped is in operation on the public
highways.
7. It is unlawful for any person to modify or change the equipment
of a moped so that the vehicle exceeds two brake horsepower
and produces speeds in excess of 30 miles per hour on level
ground.
8. Any person who sells, solicits, or advertises the sale of mopeds
shall clearly and conspicuously label each moped with its
specification, including, but not limited to, the brake horsepower
of the motor and the maximum speed of the vehicle on level
ground.
Any seller of mopeds who fails to label a moped or who knowingly
labels a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle as a moped is guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined. Each vehicle which
is incorrectly labeled and each moped which is not labeled is a
separate violation.

Safety
If you will be riding at night, you must have a light on the front and
a rear tail light.
Mopeds do not have to undergo an annual inspection, but you
should check them before every trip to make sure they are in good
operating condition.
The law does require that moped operators under 21 years of age
wear helmets, goggles or face shield. It would be an intelligent decision
on your part to also wear protective clothing.
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Traffic Signs,
Signals, Markings
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Traffic signs and signals are essential to highway safety.
South Carolina’s traffic signs, signals and pavement markings
conform to the nationally recommended standards. In many cases, the
signs use easily recognized symbols or pictures rather than words.
The following section shows a sampling of signs you will see on
the highway, including a number of important regulatory, warning and
guide signs. A driver must know the meaning of all the signs to be able
to drive safely.
There are seven basic shapes of signs, each shape having a
different meaning. Each color also has a particular meaning.
For your own safety, learn the signs that are shown and explained
on these pages.

Regulatory Signs
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The stop sign (1), most important to your safety, is the only eightsided (octagonal) sign you will see. A vehicle approaching a stop sign
shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, a marked or unmarked crosswalk,
but if none, then at the point nearest the intersection where the driver
can see in both directions without entering the cross traffic in front of
him/her.
The three-sided yield sign (2) means you are approaching an
intersection where you must yield to any lanes you intend to enter or
cross approaching from the right or left. This sign is also found at
unsignaled railroad crossings where you must yield to approaching
trains. Whenever this sign is present, it is your responsibility to slow
down, look to the right or left and yield to oncoming traffic. The yield
sign is also found at unsignaled railroad crossings where you must
yield to approaching trains.
Sign 3, Do Not Enter, which you will see particularly on ramps to
interstates, tells you that you must not enter the road or highway
because it is used only for traveling in the opposite direction.
Sign 4 tells you that you are entering or traveling on a one-way
roadway in the wrong direction. You should immediately stop and
reverse your direction.
Anytime you see a sign (such as sign 5) bearing a red circle with a
slash mark across a black arrow (or other symbol), it means don’t do
whatever is shown by the arrow (or other symbol). On sign 5, the
message is that you must not make a U-turn.
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Sign 6 with the red circle and red slash mark across the arrow pointing
left means you must not make a left turn. Similarly, sign 7 means that you
cannot make a right turn.
Sign 8 with an arrow curving to the right around a traffic island (bulletlike) symbol on the left appears when you approach a divided highway or
traffic island where traffic must keep right. (It can show that traffic must keep
left by having the arrow pass to the left of the island.)
Sign 9, which has been placed on all controlled access interstates in
South Carolina, tells pedestrians and drivers of slow-moving vehicles they
are prohibited from using the interstate.
Sign 10 indicates a minimum speed at which it is safe to travel. This is
usually 40 or 45 miles per hour. No traffic moving more slowly than the
minimum speed limit may use the highway.
Sign 11 declares that passing is illegal when indicated by the pavement
markings.

174

Other Important Signs
Signs 12 and 13 are lane-use control signs. Sign 12 is used over a lane
to show that all traffic in that lane must turn left. Sign 13 is used over a lane
where a left turn or straight movement is permitted. Similar signs are used to
restrict lanes to right turns and other combinations of traffic movements.
Sign 14 is used at some intersections to tell you that you CANNOT
turn right on red at that intersection. The law permits you to turn right on a
red traffic signal unless a sign prohibits it. If no sign 14 is present, you must
first stop, look both ways and yield to any other vehicles or pedestrians
lawfully in or near the intersection.
Sign 15 means slower traffic should drive in the right (outside) lane and
faster traffic should take the inside left lane.
Sign 16 tells you that the speed limit is 65 miles per hour. However,
signs showing lower limits appear on some roads (see sign 10). When used,
sign 10 is always posted directly beneath sign 16.
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Warning Signs
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Sign 17 tells you that you are approaching a traffic signal and
should slow down or be prepared to stop.
The two arrows pointing in opposite directions (sign 18) mean that
you are on or approaching a street or highway carrying two-way traffic.
These roads will usually be marked with broken yellow center lines and
you must drive to the right of that line except when passing.
Sign 19 shows you (with a picture of a skidding car) that the road
on which you are traveling can be slippery when wet and that you
should reduce speed.
Sign 20 shows a truck going down an incline, indicating you are
approaching a hill.
Sign 21 tells you that you are approaching a location where traffic
may be entering from another roadway and you will be merging with this
traffic. Here the sign shows that traffic may be entering from your right.
The two arrows pointing in opposite directions (on sign 22) with
the traffic island (bullet-shaped symbol) at the top of the sign tells you
that a divided highway is ahead. You must move to the right and should
not pass within this area.
Sign 23 showing the opposite arrows with the traffic island (bulletshaped symbol) at the bottom means that the divided highway is
coming to an end and that you must prepare to meet traffic coming
toward you in the opposing lane.
Sign 24 is very important to the driver of a truck or van that may be
too tall to drive under a bridge having only 12 feet, 6 inches clearance.
These signs tell the amount of space between the road and the overpass.
Sign 25, in a five-sided pentagonal shape, is a very important sign.
When you see the picture sign with two children’s figures, you know
you are approaching a school. When you see one of these, slow down
and be prepared to stop. Farther along, the second pentagon-shaped
sign (26) with the line representing a crosswalk tells you that children
may be crossing the road at or near that point going to and from school.
A sign shaped like a one-room schoolhouse means drive slowly and,
carefully and be prepared to stop.
A yellow diamond-shaped sign (27) picturing an adult tells you
that just ahead is a location where pedestrians often cross. It cautions
you to drive slowly and, carefully and be prepared to stop.
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Sign 28 is immediately understandable. It shows a deer leaping in the air
and warns you that deer often cross the road in that area. The driver
should be on the lookout for this animal, particularly at night.
Signs 29 and 30 give notice that you are approaching an intersection and should watch for entering traffic. The black lines show you
what kind of intersection it is. Sign 29 tells you it is a “branch” intersection with traffic entering from one side. Sign 30 tells you that it is a
crossroad. Be prepared to slow down, and observe any special speed
limit instructions, in the event a car enters or crosses the highway from
the side road.
Signs 31 and 32 give notice that you are approaching a curve. The
black line represents the road you are on and, the type of curve you can
expect and tells you that you must slow down. Sign 31 tells you that
you must turn left and then right. Sign 32 tells you must be prepared for
a rather sharp turn to the right. The smaller sign (sign 33, which is
displayed on the post beneath the larger sign) shows the highest speed
at which you can make the turn safely. Exceeding the speed posted on
this type of sign is not only hazardous but also a traffic violation.
Sign 34 informs you of the highest safe speed at which you may
drive on interchange ramps when leaving the interstate.
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31

32

33
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Railroad Crossings
Signs that warn about railroad crossings are among the most important a
driver needs to know.
The familiar round sign (35) with black X and RR (for railroad) on a
yellow background is used in advance of the crossing. At the track itself,
you will see the standard railroad crossbuck.
Sign 36 indicates that a side road crosses a railroad track. Be careful
when making a turn across the tracks.
Some crossings are protected by flashing lights and crossing barrier
gates. But every driver should approach all crossings with caution and
always drive safely enough to be able to stop for any railroad crossing. You
cannot legally go around barrier gates while they are down or while lights are
flashing.
The crossbuck (37) is placed at all railroad crossings. Slow down, look
and listen before crossing. The sign below the crossbuck indicates the
number of tracks. Yield to any approaching trains.
If you see sign 38 in advance of a railroad crossing, a low ground
clearance vehicle or trailer may get stuck on the crossing and should avoid it.
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Work Zone Signs
Whenever road wotk is performed on the highway, special signs are
displayed to advise you and guide you through the work area. Most signs
and other traffic control devices associated with work zones are orange. Use
caution and lower your speed as you travel through these areas for your
safety and the safety of the workers.
Sign 39 indicates a work zone is ahead. Sign 40 warns you that a
flagman is ahead and that you will need to obey the directions that he or she
provides. Sign 41 indicates that you will start a detour 1,000 feet ahead.
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Guide Signs
The miles are numbered from South to North and from West to East
on Interstate highways. In South Carolina the numbering for I-20, I-85
and I-95 begins at the Georgia line. I-26 begins at the North Carolina
line, and I-77 begins at Columbia. Incidentally, interchanges in South
Carolina are numbered according to the nearest milepost.
If you have trouble, give the best directions you can, including the
nearest milepost number, which will help to pinpoint your exact location.
Guide signs are used on the state’s interstates well in advance of
an exit taking traffic to another highway. It also bears the names of the
places you may reach by taking the exit. These signs show exit numbers
corresponding to the number of the milepost nearest the interchange.
Two miles before an interstate exit, sign 42 gives the exit number (the
same as the nearest milepost) and tells what places may be reached by
taking the exit. Sign 43 alerts you to the next exit, the road number,
direction you will be traveling, and town you could reach.
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The exit sign is used to indicate where and in what direction a ramp leaves the
interstate. The new sign (44) has the exit number on it.
Sign 45 is a destination sign. Some, but not all such signs, give the
distance to each town listed and arrows point in the direction you must take to
get to each town. Sign 46 is used for interchanges having more than one exit
ramp. It shows the driver the route and direction in which he will be traveling,
as well as the town or city to be reached by taking the exit.
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Route Markers
When planning a trip you’ll want to know the best route to take. And if
you want to go safely, and save time and travel costs at the same time, you
should plan your trip carefully, using a good road map.
Each route shown on the map is marked by a number. The route number
on the map corresponds with the numbers posted on the highway. Therefore,
by choosing from the map the route you want to take, you can reach your
chosen destination simply by following the numbers posted on the highway.
There are several different highway systems. The routes in each system
are posted with a particular type of marker.
Mileposts
Green and white mileposts (47) are posted at one-mile intervals along the
Interstate routes. They tell you the progress you are making. Since they are
placed at one-mile intervals along the route, they are also useful in reporting
locations of accidents, disabled vehicles and other emergencies.
Interstate System Route Marker
This red, white and blue sign (48) is the standard marker erected on
Interstate System highways throughout the nation. The sign not only gives
the number of the highway but also the name of the state in which the marker
is located. It is used on the highway itself and also on approaches to the
highway at or near traffic interchanges.
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U. S. Number Route Marker
This sign with black numerals on the familiar U.S. shield (sign 49) is used
on all U.S. numbered routes. A U.S. numbered highway, like an Interstate
System highway, extends into or through more than one state; such highways
are owned and maintained by the states in any case.
State Route Marker
Signs 50 and 51 area state route markers. A state route is a primary or
main route extending from one major point in South Carolina to another,
usually across county lines.
Business And By-Pass Plates
Some U.S. and state routes have a plate mounted over them. A “Business”
sign (52) means the route leads through the town’s business area. The word
“By-Pass” (53) means the route by-passes the town’s business area and
therefore is the faster route.
Secondary System Road Marker
Sign 54 is a marker that is used to designate a state secondary system
route. The first number after the letter “S” is the number of the county and the
last number is the road number.
There is a separate set of secondary road numbers for each county. You
will find only a few of the more important secondary road numbers on your
state primary system map because there are too many secondary roads to
show. However, they are all shown on county maps, which may be purchased
by mail from the central office of the Department of Transportation. Secondary
system roads are local roads, built to serve traffic in both rural and urban areas.
In rural areas they are not intended as through routes and should not normally
be used by drivers who are not familiar with the area.
Evacuation Route
In the event of a hurricane, a mandatory evacuation may be declared for
184 the coastal areas of South Carolina. Sign 55 indicated the road or highway is
used as an evacuation route in this type of emergency.
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Pavement Markings
A broken yellow line (56) indicates that you are on a two-lane road
and can expect oncoming traffic in the lane to the left of the line.
Passing is permitted where there is ample passing distance and the
opposing lane is clear of traffic.
A double yellow line (57) means that it is illegal to cross the
marking from either direction in order to pass another vehicle. A solid
yellow barrier line (58) in your lane with a broken yellow line on the
other side of it means that you cannot pass. Traffic in the other lane
may pass when it is safe to do so.
Broken white lines (59) are used to divide lanes of traffic going in
the same direction. This type of marking is frequently seen on wide
streets within a city, as well as on interstate highways, other freeways
and roadways carrying traffic in one direction.
A special type of yellow barrier line is used to mark a median as a
“refuge area” where vehicles may safely wait to turn left, out of the way
of other traffic. Each side of the median area is marked with a yellow line
and a broken yellow line. The solid yellow line is next to the lanes of
travel, indicating “no passing,” but motorists from either direction must
cross into the area to wait and turn left. This median area must not be
used for travel along the highway at any time.
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Directional Arrows
Pavement arrows shown on this page indicate directions of
permitted traffic movement. When approaching intersections where
pavement arrows are used, you should enter the lane where the arrow
points in the direction you want to go. If you get in the wrong lane you
should keep going in the direction indicated by the arrow until it is safe
to turn off and get back on the street or highway that will carry you to
your destination. Some lanes have double-headed arrows, indicating
optional lane usage. Lane control signs sometimes are placed above the
roadway to supplement the pavement arrow.
A straight arrow (60) on the pavement means the lane is only for
traffic moving straight ahead and that a vehicle in the lane should not
turn either right or left.
An arrow pointing to the left (61) means the lane is for left-turning
traffic only. An arrow pointing right (62) means the lane is for rightturning traffic only.
A two-headed arrow with one head pointing straight ahead and the
other pointing left (63) means traffic in the lane may go straight ahead
or turn left.
A two-headed arrow (64) with one head pointing straight and the
other pointing right means traffic in the lane may go straight ahead or
turn right.
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Intersection Markings
Most intersections in or near cities will have white pavement markings
that indicate where you are to stop when directed by a traffic signal or stop
sign. You should stop your vehicle with the front of your vehicle at the
stopline. This will allow vehicles crossing in front of you to pass safely and
allow space for pedestrians to cross also.
Stop behind this line
when a traffic signal
shows red or a stop
sign is present.

Stop Line

Roundabouts and Traffic Circles
These are found in some areas to help ensure safe passage of traffic
through an intersection without necessarily stopping the flow of traffic. A
188 roundabout or traffic circle is a circular intersection with design features that
promote safe and efficient traffic flow.
Vehicles travel counterclockwise around a raised center island, with
entering traffic yielding the right-of-way to circulating traffic. When entering
the roundabout or traffic circle you must negotiate a sharp curve. Slow your
speed to about 15 to 20 mph. Slow speeds aid in the smooth movement of
vehicles into, around, and out of a roundabout. Once in the roundabout,
proceed to the appropriate exit, following the guidance provided by traffic
signs and pavement markings. Roundabouts are generally larger and have
lower speeds than traffic circles, but both work the same way.

When using roundabouts or traffic circles:
·
Slow down as you approach the circle. Sign 65 warns of a
roundabout or traffic circle.
·

Yield to any traffic in the circle. If another vehicle arrives at the
traffic circle at the same time as you do, yield to the vehicle if it is on
your right. Also, yield to pedestrians and bicyclists in the traffic
circle or roundabout.

·

Enter a traffic circle to the right, but steer to the left (in a
counterclockwise direction).
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65
Always slow down and prepare to yield when approaching a traffic circle
or a roundabout. You must turn right to enter a traffic circle or a roundabout
and right again to leave it. You must yield to vehicles that are already in the
traffic circle or roundabout and to vehicles that are on your right.
Some traffic circles and roundabouts have more than one lane. Lane use
signs and markings may be displayed during the approach to indicate where
you can go in each lane when you are in the traffic circle or roundabout.
Make sure you know where you want to go and are in the proper lane to get
there before you enter a traffic circle or roundabout. Do not change lanes or
pass any vehicles while in a traffic circle or roundabout.
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Signals
Green Go Light (bottom)
A green signal light (example 66) means you may proceed with caution but it does not guarantee safe passage through the intersection.
Look in both directions before entering the intersection, then proceed
with such care as to avoid hitting any vehicle or pedestrian. Always obey
the rules of proper turning or right of way, such as yielding to opposing
traffic when you are making a left turn on a green light. Always approach a
green signal with alertness and be prepared to stop if the yellow caution
light appears. (In cities where traffic lights are arranged horizontally green is
at right and red is at the left side.)
Yellow Caution Light
A yellow caution light (example 67) follows the green signal. The yellow
light is a warning that the signal is about to change, and that the red stop
signal (example 68) is about to be shown. Therefore, you should stop your
car and wait for the next green light. Traffic situations around us can become
critical under these conditions. You must observe and allow for other drivers
- side, front and rear - when you are approaching a yellow light.
Red Stop Light
A steady red signal light (example 68) means that you must stop before
entering a crosswalk or intersection and remain at a standstill until the green
light appears, unless a signal permits a special movement of traffic to
proceed. An exception to this rule permits traffic facing a red signal to turn
right except where a sign prohibits a turn on red. When turning on red you
must stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the turn,
yielding right of way to pedestrians lawfully within and adjacent to the
crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.
Green Arrows
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A green arrow (example 69) means you may proceed carefully only in
the direction in which the arrow is pointing, but must give the right of way to
pedestrians and vehicles already lawfully within the intersection. Often a
signal may be associated with a particular lane, and you may travel only in
the direction indicated by the signal facing your lane, as in example 69.
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Yellow Arrows
In many cases, the familiar yellow caution light is used after the green
arrow
to warn that the red stop light will appear. In certain cases, as in example
192
70, a yellow arrow may be used to indicate that the green arrow for a turn has
ended and you must obey the signal that next appears.
Red Arrows
A steady red arrow signal (71) means that you must stop for the direction
in which the arrow is pointing before entering a crosswalk or intersection and
remain stopped until the green arrow appears for this movement.

Flashing Red Light
A flashing red light (72) requires you to stop completely, as at a
stop sign, and proceed when you can do so safely.
Flashing Yellow Light
A flashing yellow light (73) requires you to slow down to a safe
and reasonable speed and to proceed with caution.
Lane-Direction-Control Signals
Often referred to as “reversible lane signals,” these devices
(example 74) can be used to relieve congestion on some heavily
traveled streets during the morning and afternoon rush hours. A signal
is used over each traffic lane, and each signal has a red “X” indication
and green “arrow” indication. The green arrow, when illuminated,
advises that you may travel in that lane. The red “X,” when illuminated,
advises that those lanes are being used by traffic traveling toward you
and you may not use those lanes. These devices are used to provide
additional lanes in the directions of heaviest travel in order to accommodate peak traffic.
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Finding Your
Local DMV
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For More Information and Services
For more information, you may call us or visit our website.
SCDMV Contact Center:
(803) 896-5000
SCDMV Website:
www.scdmvonline.com
SCDMV Headquarters Offices:
10311 Wilson Boulevard
Post Office Box 1498
Blythewood, SC 29016

SCDMV OFFICE LOCATIONS
Abbeville DMV
1331 Haigler Street Extension
Abbeville, SC 29620

Belton DMV
123 O’Neal Street
Belton, SC 29627

Aiken DMV
1755 Richland Avenue East
Aiken, SC 29801

Bennettsville DMV
337 Highway 9 West
Bennettsville, SC 29512

Allendale DMV
3657 Allendale Fairfax Road
Fairfax, SC 29827
(Open Tuesday & Thursday Only)

Bishopville DMV
508 South Lee Street
Bishopville, SC 29010

Anderson DMV
331 29 By-Pass North
Anderson, SC 29621
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Bamberg DMV
341 Lacey Street
Bamberg, SC 29003
Barnwell DMV
1270 Main Street
Barnwell, SC 29812

Bluffton DMV
15 Sheridan Park
Bluffton, SC 29910
Blythewood DMV
10311 Wilson Blvd.
Blythewood, SC 29016
Camden DMV
1056 Ehrenclou Drive
Camden, SC 29020

Batesburg DMV
509 Liberty Street
Batesburg, SC 29006

Charleston DMV
Ashley Oaks Plaza
1119-G Wapoo Road
Charleston, SC 29407

Beaufort DMV
28 Munch Drive
Beaufort, SC 29906

Charleston DMV
3790 Leeds Avenue
N. Charleston, SC 29405

Charleston DMV
180 Lockwood Blvd.
Charleston, SC 29403

Gaffney DMV
451 Hyatt Street
Gaffney, SC 29341

Chester DMV
508 Belt Road
Chester, SC 29706

Georgetown DMV
214 Ridge Street
Georgetown, SC 29440

Chesterfield DMV
100 Laney Street
Chesterfield, SC 29709

Greenville DMV
300 University Ridge Road, Suite 105
Greenville, SC 29601

Columbia DMV
1630 Shop Road
Columbia, SC 29201

Greenville DMV
15 Saluda Dam Road
Greenville, SC 29611

Columbia DMV
2500 Decker Blvd.
Columbia, SC 29206

Greenwood DMV
510 W. Alexander Ext.
Greenwood, SC 29646

Columbia DMV
800 Dutch Square Blvd.
Building A, Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29210

Greer DMV
610 Arlington Road
Greer, SC 29651

Conway DMV
4103 Highway 701 North
Conway, SC 29526
Darlington DMV
2200 East Bobo Newsome Hwy
Hartsville, SC 29550
Dillon DMV
1705 Highway 301 South
Dillon, SC 29536-1705
Edgefield DMV
849 Highway 25 North
Edgefield, SC 29824
Florence DMV
3102 E. Palmetto Street
Florence, SC 29506
Fort Mill
3071 Highway 21, Suite 110
Fort Mill, SC 29715
Fountain Inn DMV
1310 North Main Street
Fountain Inn, SC 29644

Hampton DMV
115 Cemetery Road
Varnville, SC 29944
Irmo-Ballentine DMV
1016 Broadstone Road
Irmo, SC 29063
Kingstree DMV
785 Eastland Avenue
Kingstree, SC 29556
Ladson DMV
135 Wimberly Drive
Ladson, SC 29456
Lake City DMV
728 South Ron McNair Blvd.
Lake City, SC 29560
Lancaster DMV
1694 Pageland Highway
Lancaster, SC 29720
Laurens DMV
390 Fairgrounds Road
Laurens, SC 29360
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Lexington DMV
122 Park Road
Lexington, SC 29072

Rock Hill DMV
305 Hands Mill Road
Rock Hill, SC 29732

Manning DMV
3721 Alex Harvin Hwy
Manning, SC 29102

Saluda DMV
400 West Wheeler Circle
Saluda, SC 29138

Marion DMV
2757 East Highway 76
Mullins, SC 29574

Santee DMV
117 Dazzy Circle
Santee, SC 29142
(Open Tuesday & Thursday only)

McCormick DMV
504 Airport Road
Suite A
McCormick, SC 29835
Moncks Corner DMV
438 North Highway 52
Moncks Corner, SC 29461

Spartanburg DMV
8794 Fairforest Road, Suite B
Spartanburg, SC 29303-4722

Mt. Pleasant DMV
1189 Sweetgrass Basket Pwy.
Suite 500
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466

Spartanburg DMV
1625 Southport Road
Spartanburg, SC 29306

Myrtle Beach DMV
1200 21st Avenue North
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
Newberry DMV
275 Mt. Bethel-Garmany Road
Newberry, SC 29108
North Augusta DMV
1711 Ascauga Lake Road
North Augusta, SC 29841
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Seneca DMV
13009 South Radio Station Road
Seneca, SC 29678

North Myrtle Beach DMV
107 Highway 57 North
Little River, SC 29566
Orangeburg DMV
1720 Charleston Highway
Orangeburg, SC 29115
Pickens DMV
2133 Gentry Memorial Hwy
Pickens, SC 29671
Ridgeland DMV
407 Live Oak Drive
Ridgeland, SC 29936

St. George DMV
5315 E. Jim Bilton Blvd.
St. George, SC 29477
St. Matthews DMV
415 Chestnut Street
St. Matthews, SC 29135
Sumter DMV
430 South Pike Street, East
Sumter, SC 29150
Union DMV
1000 North Pickney Street
Union, SC 29379
Walterboro DMV
102 Mable T. Willis Blvd.
Walterboro, SC 29488-4500
Winnsboro DMV
1161 Kincaid Bridge Road
Winnsboro, SC 29180
Woodruff DMV
351 South Main Street
Woodruff, SC 29388

DMV OFFICES THAT SERVE
INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMERS
Bluffton DMV
15 Sheridan Park
Bluffton, SC 29910

Lancaster DMV
1694 Pageland Highway
Lancaster, SC 29720

Charleston DMV
3790 Leeds Avenue
N. Charleston, SC 29405

Laurens DMV
390 Fairgrounds Road
Laurens, SC 29360

Columbia DMV
1630 Shop Road
Columbia, SC 29201

Myrtle Beach DMV
1200 21st Avenue North
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

Conway DMV
4103 Highway 701 North
Conway, SC 29526
Florence DMV
3102 E. Palmetto Street
Florence, SC 29506
Greenville DMV
15 Saluda Dam Road
Greenville, SC 29611
Greenwood DMV
510 W. Alexander Ext.
Greenwood, SC 29646
Irmo-Ballentine DMV
1016 Broadstone Road
Irmo, SC 29063

North Augusta DMV
1711 Ascauga Lake Road
North Augusta, SC 29841
Orangeburg DMV
1720 Charleston Highway
Orangeburg, SC 29115
Rock Hill DMV
305 Hands Mill Road
Rock Hill, SC 29732
Seneca DMV
13009 South Radio Station Road
Seneca, SC 29678
Spartanburg DMV
1625 Southport Road
Spartanburg, SC 29306
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NOTES
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